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One doesn’t discover new lands without consenting to lose sight of the shore for a very long time.
—André Gide
Outstanding Client of the Month!





Susan Taormina














Every month I choose a very special Client of the Month. It’s my way of acknowledging good friends and saying “thanks” to those who support me and my business with referrals, word of mouth and repeat business…YOU might be my next Client of the Month! Watch for your name here in an upcoming issue!


























Get Free Cleaning Tips And Specials At [insert phone number or website]





Get Free Cleaning Tips And Specials At Our Website www.ulrichbuncecarpetcleaning.com!





The History of Presidents Day





	The original version of the holiday was in commemoration of George Washington's birthday in 1796 (the last full year of his presidency).   Washington, according to the calendar that has been used since at least the mid-18th century, was born on February 22, 1732.  According to the old style calendar in use back then, however, he was born on February 11.  At least in 1796, many Americans celebrated his birthday on the 22nd while others marked the occasion on the 11th instead.	 �	By the early 19th century, Washington's Birthday had taken firm root in the American experience as a bona fide national holiday.  Its traditions included Birthnight Balls in various regions, speeches and receptions given by prominent public figures, and a lot of revelry in taverns throughout the land.  Then along came Abraham Lincoln, another revered president and fellow February baby (born on the 12th of the month).  The first formal observance of his birthday took place in 1865, the year after his assassination, when both houses of Congress gathered for a memorial address.  While Lincoln's Birthday did not become a federal holiday like George Washington's, it did become a legal holiday in several states.	 �	In 1968, legislation (HR 15951) was enacted that affected several federal holidays.  One of these was Washington's Birthday, the observation of which was shifted to the third Monday in February each year whether or not it fell on the 22nd.  This act, which took effect in 1971, was designed to simplify the yearly calendar of holidays and give federal employees some standard three-day weekends in the process.	  �	Apparently, while the holiday in February is still officially known as Washington's Birthday (at least according to the Office of Personnel Management), it has become popularly (and, perhaps in some cases at the state level, legally) known as "President's Day."  This has made the third Monday in February a day for honoring both Washington and Lincoln, as well as all the other men who have served as president.











Black History Month. Carter G. Woodson initiated Black History week on Feb. 12, 1926, to coincide with the birth-days of Frederick Douglass and Abraham Lincoln. In 1976, as part of the nation’s Bicentennial, it was expanded and became known as Black History Month.





Feb 2 Groundhog Day. The day the groundhog emerges from his hole after a long winter sleep to look for his shadow. If he sees it, he regards it as an omen of six more weeks of bad weather and returns to his hole. If he doesn’t—the day is shadowless—it’s a sign of spring and the ground-hog stays above ground. It is a big event in Punxsutawney, Pa.





Feb 16 President’s Day. Originally, the day was a commemoration of George Washington’s birthday. But later it included Abraham Lincoln’s birthday. Washington was born on Feb. 22. Lincoln was born Feb. 12.





This Day In History: Feb 1 and Feb 28


--  February 1st  --


1790: The Supreme Court of the United States convened for the first time, in New York City


1862: Julia Ward Howe’s poem “Battle Hymn of the Republic” was published in the Atlantic Monthly.


1884: The first volume of the Oxford English Dictionary from A to Ant, was published.


1960: Four black college students began a series of sit-ins at a white-only lunch counter in Woolworth’s, Greensboro, N.C.


1979: Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini returned to Tehran after 15 years in exile.


2003: The space shuttle Columbia disintegrated as it tried to reenter the Earth’s atmosphere after a sixteen-day mission in space. All seven members of the crew were lost.


--  February 28  --


1692: The Salem witch hunts began.


1784: John Wesley issues “Deed of Declaration” formally establishing the Methodist Church.


1916: Henry James, American novelist and critic, died.


1983: The final episode of M*A*S*H aired. It was the most watched television program in history.


1993: Four federal agents were killed in Waco, Texas, after they tried to serve an arrest warrant for weapons charges on Branch Davidian sect leader David Koresh, starting a 51-day stand-off.





The Evolution of Technology


adapted from National Geographic





 	No one can ever be 100 percent sure on how technology will be used. Guglielmo Marconi, for example, always thought the radio would be a tool for ship-to-shore communication. Never in a million years did he think it would be a form of entertainment. Inventors think their pieces of ingenuity will be put to some high-minded use, not pulled out for personal enjoyment and amusement. But the bottom line is that technology, when fully developed, is often just a toy. Consider this: The early computers were designed to study the weather and processes within nuclear explosions. About the size of a truck, the computers were built in the 1940s and 1950s, and at the time nobody could have ever envisioned that teenagers would be sitting down to them and playing video games. Or even more astounding yet: That they would someday serve as matchmakers in the world of dating. 	��








St Valentine’s Day Massacre, 1929





The building was called the S-M-C Cartage Company and was a red, brick structure on Clark Street, in Chicago. The events that led to the massacre began on the morning of the 14th. A group of men had gathered at the warehouse that morning, set up by a Detroit gangster who told Moran that a truck was on its way to Chicago.


One of them was Johnny May, an ex-safecracker who had been hired by George "Bugs" Moran as an auto mechanic. He was working on a truck that morning, with his dog tied to the bumper, while six other men waited for the truck of hijacked whiskey to arrive.   


Bugs Moran was already late for the morning meeting. He was due to arrive at 10:30 but didn't even leave for the rendezvous until several minutes after that. While the seven men waited inside of the warehouse, they had no idea that a police car had pulled up outside, or that Moran had spotted the car and had quickly taken cover. Five men got out of the police car, three of them in uniforms and two in civilian clothing. They entered the building and a few moments later, the clatter of machine gun fire broke the stillness of the snowy morning. Soon after, five figures emerged and they drove away. May's dog, inside of the warehouse, was barking and howling and when neighbors went to check and see what was going on... they discovered a bloody murder scene.


Moran's men had been lined up against the rear wall of the garage and had been sprayed with machine-guns. They killed all seven of them but had missed Bugs Moran. He had figured the arrival of the police car to be some sort of shakedown and had hung back. When the machine-gunning started, he fled. The murders broke the power of the North Side gang and Moran correctly blamed Al Capone. No one will probably ever know who the actual shooters were, but one of them was probably Machine Gun McGurn, one of Capone's most trusted men.	


Moran was right.... Capone had been behind the killing and this was perhaps the act that finally began the decline of Capone's criminal empire. He had just gone too far and the authorities, and even Capone's adoring public, were ready to put an end to the bootleg wars.





Attitude





Some cause happiness wherever they go;others whenever they go.





Oscar Wilde 
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Thanks For


All The Kind Words!





We greatly appreciate all of the kind words & referrals that our clients give us in response to our


Service.





We’d like to encourage all of our clients to let us know what they think of the services we’ve performed for them.




















Who Wants To Win 


Movie Tickets?





Take my Trivia Challenge and you could win too!


This is one of my favorite parts of the newsletter! Each month I’ll give you a new trivia question. And the first 2 people who call my office with the correct answer wins two FREE movie tickets. Enjoy a night out on me with someone special in your life! Take your best guess, then call me at 913-334-1144! Remember, your chances of winning are better than you think!





This month’s MegaTrivia Question is…


Which two U.S. presidents both died on July 4, 1826?





a) Thomas Jefferson, John Adams  


b) James Madison, James Monroe


c) George Washington, Andrew Jackson

















The History of Saint Valentine's Day





 	Valentine's Day started in the time of the Roman Empire. In ancient Rome, February 14th was a holiday to honor Juno. Juno was the Queen of the Roman Gods and Goddesses. The Romans also knew her as the Goddess of women and marriage. The following day, February 15th, began the Feast of Lupercalia.


 	The lives of young boys and girls were strictly separate. However, one of the customs of the young people was name drawing. On the eve of the festival of Lupercalia the names of Roman girls were written on slips of paper and placed into jars. Each young man would draw a girl's name from the jar and would then be partners for the duration of the festival with the girl whom he chose. Sometimes the pairing of the children lasted an entire year, and often, they would fall in love and would later marry.


 	Under the rule of Emperor Claudius II Rome was involved in many bloody and unpopular campaigns. Claudius the Cruel was having a difficult time getting soldiers to join his military leagues. He believed that the reason was that roman men did not want to leave their loves or families. As a result, Claudius cancelled all marriages and engagements in Rome. The good Saint Valentine was a priest at Rome in the days of Claudius II. He and Saint Marius aided the Christian martyrs and secretly married couples, and for this kind deed Saint Valentine was apprehended and dragged before the Prefect of Rome, who condemned him to be beaten to death with clubs and to have his head cut off. He suffered martyrdom on the 14th day of February, about the year 270. 


 	The pastors of the early Christian Church in Rome endeavored to do away with the pagan elements in the ancient feasts of Lupercalia by substituting the names of saints for those of maidens. And as the Lupercalia began about the middle of February, the pastors appear to have chosen Saint Valentine's Day for the celebration of this new feast. So it seems that the custom of young men choosing maidens for valentines, or saints as patrons for the coming year, arose in this way.
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The Secret To Harmony





Many love hearing harmony. Just think of the Everly Brothers and Simon and Garfunkel. But there’s a reason that people like to hear singing in three different levels simultaneously. A team from Duke University published research that concluded that when certain tones are played together, they please us because they imitate the characteristics of human speech. The neuroscientists recorded more than 500 voices, from English, Mandarin, Persian and Tamil. Then they analyzed them and discovered that the keys on the piano all but duplicate the tones that are most often heard in speech. The sum of it all was this: That we love music that most closely resembles the powerful notes we hear in voices every day. —adapted from The Associated Press





Cooking After The Storm


Adapted from ulrichbuncecarpetcleaning.com.foodsafety.gov





After a storm has knocked out electricity or gas lines, cooking meals can be a problem and can be hazardous if a few basic rules are not followed. The following are a few tips on how to handle the situation.


Charcoal or gas grills are the most obvious alternative sources of heat for cooking. Never use them indoors. In doing so you risk both asphyxiation from carbon monoxide and the chance of starting a fire.


Likewise, camp stoves that use gasoline or solid fuel should always be used outdoors.


Small electrical appliances can be used to prepare meals if you have access to an electrical generator.


Wood can be used for cooking in many situations. You can cook in a fireplace if the chimney is sound. Don’t start a fire in a fireplace that has a broken chimney. Be sure the damper is open.


If you’re cooking on a wood stove, make sure the stovepipe has not been damaged.


If you have to build a fire outside, build it away from buildings. Sparks can easily get into the ceiling and start a house fire.


Never use gasoline to get a wood or charcoal fire started.


Make sure any fire is well-contained. A metal drum or stones around the fire bed are good precautions. A charcoal grill is a good place in which to build a wood fire. Be sure to put out any fire when you are through with it.





When it is dark enough, 


you can see the stars.�Charles A. Beard








�





January & February Are the Perfect Times For 


Carpet, Upholstery,


Oriental Rug and Tile


And Grout Cleaning











Are You Saying What You Intended..?�—adapted from Anguished English, by Richard Lederer


� 	The following are a few letters written by citizens applying for payments from a state welfare agency. Let these letters be a lesson of misplaced modifiers and the like. Let the letters be proof that you should always proof, one final time, before you start publishing or before you seal that envelope and put a stamp on it. 





“In accordance with your instructions I have given birth to twins in the enclosed envelope.”





“I am very much annoyed to find you have branded my son illiterate. This is a dirty lie as I was married a week before he was born.”





“Unless I get my money soon, I will be forced to live an immortal life.”





“I cannot get sick pay. I have six children. Can you tell me why?”








gunning started, he fled. The murders broke the power of the North Side gang and Moran correctly blamed Al Capone. No one will probably ever know who the actual shooters were, but one of them was probably Machine Gun McGurn, one of Capone's most trusted men.	This was perhaps the act that finally began the decline of Capone's criminal empire. He had just gone too far and the authorities, and even Capone's adoring public, were ready to put an end to the bootleg wars.





I like work; it fascinates me. I can sit and look at it for hours.


�Jerome K. Jerome





February 2004       				  	       Volume VIII, Issue 2











Forgetting





To be wronged is nothing unless you continue to remember it. �


Confucius





Day for the celebration of this new feast. So it seems that the custom of young men choosing maidens for valentines, or saints as patrons for the coming year, arose in this way.





Thank You!


   Thanks to YOU the word is spreading! Thanks to all of my wonderful clients and friends who graciously referred me to their friends and neighbors last month!


   My business runs on the positive comments and referrals from people just like you! I couldn’t do it without you!


   A special thanks to all these fine folks who referred me… 


Polly Hart Steve Douglas Julia Lynn


Carol Surowiec Mary Madden


Ann Hagadorn Debbie Holland














Thank you again!





Why Do My Feet Smell? The culprits in foot odor are sweat eating bacteria. The problem begins when bacteria become attracted to the sweat on your feet and start feeding on it. The bacteria's excretion has a strong odor that causes your feet to smell bad. Since each foot has over 250,000 sweat glands in it, and produces over a pint of sweat a day there's a lot for the bacteria to eat. What makes the situation worse are shoes and socks which trap the sweat on your skin. Now the bacteria have their favorite kind of environment: dark and damp, causing them to go into a feeding frenzy. More waste is excreted, and when you take off your socks and shoes, your nose is presented with the results!











Don’t Use Big Words!





Next time you’re thinking about using a big word, either to impress the reader or impress yourself, think about what Ernest Hemingway, one of the greatest writers of the 20th century, said about William Faulkner. When Hemingway won the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1954, Faulkner said that Hemingway “had never been known to use a word that might send the reader to the dictionary.” Upon hearing this, Hemingway said, “Poor Faulkner. Does he really think big emotions come from big words? He thinks I don’t know the 10-dollar words. I know them all right. But there are older and simpler and better words, and those are the ones I use.” It would also be wise to remember one of Hemingway’s definitions of a good writer: One who knows what to OMIT, not necessarily what to put in. from Bartlett’s Book of Anecdotes
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